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Dr. James Bellingham received his B.S./M.S. degrees in 

physics in 1984, and his Ph.D. degree in physics in 1988, all 

from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT). Past 

positions include serving as Director of Engineering at MBARI 

from 1999 to 2006, and founding and leading the Autonomous 

Underwater Vehicle (AUV) Laboratory in the MIT Sea Grant 

Program from 1988 to 2000. Jim co-founded Bluefin Robotics 

Corporation in 1997 and served on its board until it was 

acquired by Battelle in 2005. He is presently developing a new 

class of long-range AUVs for biological process experiments.

Dr. Bellingham is a member of a number of oversight and 

advisory groups, including the Naval Research Advisory 

Committee and the Battelle National Security Global Business 

Strategic Advisory Group. He has been a member of three 

National Research Council studies. His honors and awards 

include the Lockheed-Martin Award for Ocean Science and 

Engineering, the Steinbach Visiting Scholar at WHOI, and the 

MIT 14th Robert Bruce Wallace Lecturer.
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